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CHAMPION GIVES UNIVERSITY $750,000 
MISSOULA—
Champion International Corporation has contributed $750,000 to the University 
of Montana Campaign.
The pledge, to be paid over five years, was the largest corporate contribution 
in the University's history and was the first contribution to the University of Montana 
Campaign, which was announced Friday.
"It's particularly gratifying that Champion wanted to be the first, to take the 
lead," said UM President Neil S. Bucklew.
"As soon as Champion heard that we were planning a campaign, they came forward 
and wanted to know how they could help," Bucklew said.
The gift was made with no strings attached, and University officials have not 
yet allocated the total. Bucklew said, however, that $250,000 would be used to endow 
the Champion Professorship in Forestry and that some of the money would be used for 
merit scholarships in forestry and business.
According to Bucklew the gift underscores Champion's long-term commitment to 
western Montana and to Montana's forest industry.
"They are marvelous corporate citizens," said Bucklew. "This generous gift reflects 
well on the hundreds of Champion employees who are such productive and important 
members of our community.
"Clearly we at the University of Montana are indebted to Champion, and we intend 
to repay that debt by continuing to produce high-quality forest research and by 
continuing to educate the highly trained foresters and managers that can keep Champion a 
valued and productive source of jobs in Montana."
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